SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:
The Mayor and All Members of Sandy Town Council
The Annual Meeting of Sandy Town Council will be held in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds on Monday 10th May 2010 at 7.30pm.

5th May 2010








S M Foster









Town Clerk 
Agenda
1.  Apologies
2.  Town Mayor of Sandy

(a)  To elect the Town Mayor for the ensuing year.

(b)  The newly elected Town Mayor to take and sign the Statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Town Mayor.

3.  Deputy Town Mayor of Sandy
(a)  To elect the Deputy Town Mayor for the ensuing year.

(b)  The newly elected Deputy Town Mayor to take and sign the Statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Deputy Town Mayor.

4.  To Receive Declarations of Interests from Members

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

(b)  Personal Interests

5.  Oral Questions from Electors
(Please would Members raise any questions initially with the office)
6.  Planning Applications Received for Comment by Sandy Town Council
(Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See list attached)
7.  Mayoral Communications  
(See list attached)
8.  Finance and General Purposes Committee
(a)  To elect a Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M J Pettitt)

(b)  To elect a Vice Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr D H Gale)

9.  Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee
(a)  To elect a Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr P N Aldis)

(b)  To elect a Vice Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M R Bartlett)

10.  Staffing Committee
(a)  To appoint the Staffing Committee for the ensuing year.  (Committee consists of five members including the Deputy Mayor but excluding the Mayor - currently Cllrs P A Blaine, D H Gale, C Osborne, M P Scott and Mrs S J Sutton).

(b)  To elect a Chairman of Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr P A Blaine).

(c)  To elect a Vice Chairman of Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M P Scott).
11.  Audit Committee
(a)  To appoint the Audit Committee for the ensuing year.  (Committee consists of five members including the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairman and Vice Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee plus 1 other member of Council - currently Cllr C Osborne).  

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr C Osborne)

(c)  To elect a Vice Chairman of the Committee for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M J Pettitt)
12.  Sandy Market - Management Sub-committee

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllrs N P Aldis, M P Scott, Mrs S J Sutton, G G N White and R Goldman).
(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M P Scott).

(c)  To elect a Vice Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr Mrs S J Sutton)
13. Communications Sub-Committee
(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year (4 members) (Currently Cllrs P N Aldis, D D Broughton, R J Smith and Mrs S J Sutton & 1 vacancy)

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group (and editor of the Newsletter) for the ensuing year (currently Cllr P N Aldis).
14. Open Spaces Sub-Committee
(a) To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  Consists of 4 members.  (Currently Cllrs N P Aldis, D D Broughton, M J Pettitt and M P Scott)
(b) To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M P Scott).
15. Policies Sub-Committee
(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllrs P A Blaine, C Osborne, M J Pettitt and G G N White).

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr G G N White).
16. Premises Sub-Committee
(a) To appoint the Group for the ensuing year. Consists of 4 members.  (Currently Cllrs M R Bartlett, D H Gale, D W Sharman and G G N White)

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr D H Gale).

17. Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  (4 members) (Currently Cllrs M J Pettitt, M P Scott, D W Sharman and Mrs S J Sutton.  
(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr D W Sharman).
18. TIC Management Sub-Committee

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  (4 members) (Currently Cllrs M R Bartlett, P A Blaine, D H Gale, M J Pettitt.

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr P A Blaine).

19. Jenkins Pavilion Management Group
This group no longer meets, its responsibilities having been passed to the Premises Sub-Committee.
20. Sandy Enhancement Group
To appoint the representatives for the ensuing year.  (4 members) (Currently Cllrs P N Aldis, R J Smith, D W Sharman and Mrs S J Sutton and residents of the town).
21. Emergency Plan/Floodplan Working Group
(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllrs N P Aldis, M R Bartlett, M J Pettitt, and Mrs S J Sutton plus representatives from Central Bedfordshire council and residents of the town). 
(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year (Currently Cllr M R Bartlett).  
22.  Fallowfield Working Group

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  Consists of 4 members.  (Currently Cllrs P N Aldis, M R Bartlett, M P Scott and one vacancy).
(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr P N Aldis)

23. Youth Forum Working Group

Council needs to decide if it wishes to go ahead with this project, the group at present has 4 members: Cllrs P N Aldis, P O Jones, C Osborne and P J Sharman.
24. Enforcement/Dog Control Working Group

(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  Consists of 4 members.  (Currently Cllrs P A Blaine, D D Broughton, M J Pettitt and G G N White).

(b)  To elect a Chairman of the Group for the ensuing year.  (Currently Cllr M J Pettitt)
25. Bridleway 8 Working Group
(a)  To appoint the Group for the ensuing year.  Consists of 4 members plus local residents and Central Bedfordshire Council Officers.  (Currently Cllrs P A Blaine, M J Pettitt, G G N White and one vacancy).

(b) The recently elected Chairman is Mr M Hill.

26.  Election of Representatives to Outside Bodies
To elect representatives of the Council to serve on outside bodies.  This is also an opportunity for the list to be reviewed as some Members have reported that certain organisations do not appear to be meeting.
(See list attached)
27. Minutes and Reports

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

*+  (a)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 12th April 2010.
*+  (b)  Meeting of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 19th April 2010.
(c) Minutes of the Tourist Information Management Sub-Committee held on 19th April 2010. (Copy attached)
There were no recommendations to Council.

+ = Previously Circulated.

* = Exempt or Confidential Information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.
28.  Reports from Representatives
(a)To receive a verbal report from any Central Bedfordshire Councillors present on any matter relevant to Sandy.

(b)To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
29.  Clerk’s Report
To receive and consider Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)
30.  Annual Parish Meeting
(a)  To note the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 26th   April 2010.  (previously circulated)
(b)  To agree any actions required.

31.  Oral Questions from Electors
On matters raised during the meeting.
*32. Confidential Items
33.  Press Release








*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Sections (6, 8 &9) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	19/04/10

33/10
	CB/10/01255/LB

Mr & Mrs Thoday

103 High Street

Sandy

SG19 1AL
	Listed Building Consent: Part demolition of existing front boundary wall to allow for alterations of vehicular access at 103 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 62,64,101,101b & 105 High Street, Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

10/05/10
	

	19/04/10

34/10


	CB/10/01097/ FULL

Mr & Mrs Thoday

103 High Street

Sandy

SG19 1AL
	Full application for new vehicular access, parking and turning area with part-closure of existing vehicular access and construction of boundary wall sections at 103 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 62,64,101,101b & 105 High Street, Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

10/05/10
	

	23/04/10

35/10


	CB/10/01338/ FULL

Mr & Mrs Harris

1 Warren Farm Cottages

Cathegena Road

Sutton

SG19 2NQ


	Full application for two storey extension to side and single storey extension to rear at 1 Warren Farm Cottages, Deepdale, Potton, Sandy, Beds.


	
	Town Council 10/05/10
	

	23/04/10

36/10
	CB/10/01071/ FULL

Mr S Allister

12 Merlin Drive

Sandy

SG19 2UN


	Full application for conversion of loft space above garage and utility room to bedroom with rooflights at 12 Merlin Drive, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10,14,15 Merlin Drive, Sandy, notified.
	
	Town Council 

10/05/10
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	26/04/10

37/10


	TCA/10/00109


	Tree in Conservation Area: Prune one Beech tree to the front and fell one Lime tree to the rear of 12 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10, 12a Bedford Road, Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

10/05/10
	

	26/04/10

38/10


	CB/10/01304/ FULL

Mr C Waldock

C/o DH Barford & Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

St Neots

PE16 2BU
	Full application for erection of rear extension at Industrial premises (tyre & exhaust repair centre) at 14 Darlington Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 12,16 Darlington Close, Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

10/05/10
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Sandy Town Council
Annual Meeting of Council – 10.5.10
7.  Mayoral Communications
18.04.10
Attended the Mayor of Houghton Regis' Civic Service. 



In the evening, attended the Mayor of Flitwick's charity dinner,

together with Cllr and Mrs Osborne.

22.04.10
Opened the second annual beer festival at the Sir William Peel public house.

23.04.10
Attended the Mayor of Luton's charity dinner and dance.


24.04.10
Attended Sandy Town Council's "Get Involved" Fair at Sandye
Place 
middle school. The Deputy Mayor and nine other members
of the Town Council also attended. 


25.04.10
Attended the Mayor of Arlesey's civic service. 



In the afternoon took part in judging the Carnival Prince and
Princess competitions at Sandy Conservative Club. 

26.04.10. Attended the launch of a photographic exhibition at Sandy 


Library. 



In the evening chaired the annual parish meeting at the Jenkins


Pavilion.

27.04.10
Gave a talk to the Sandy 1st Saxon Cubs at Scout Headquarters. 

30.04.10
With Sandy Twinning Association, hosted a reception for visitors from Malaunay which was also attended by the Deputy Mayor and several members of the Town Council at the council chamber.

07.05.10
Attended the Mayor's Social Evening at Houghton Regis.

08.05.10    Took part in the Mayor of Leighton Linslade's charity train ride.

09.05.10 With other members of the Council, attended the Civic Service
                  at St Swithun's Church, Sandy.

Deputy Mayor
7.5.10 Attended with Mr D Sutton, the Mayor of St Ives’ Charity 

Concert at St Ives Corn Exchange.
Councillor Osborne
30.4.10 With Mrs Osborne attended the Mayor of Huntingdon’s 

Charity Dinner/Ball in the Commemoration Hall.
Sandy Town Council
Annual Meeting of Council - 10.5.10
26.  Election of Representatives to Outside Bodies

1.
VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
1 Representative

Cllr P A Blaine

2.
SANDY CHARITIES (incorporating Leeds Smith Trust) 1 Representative


Cllr D W J Sharman
3.
SANDY TWINNING ASSOCIATION


1 Representative


Cllr M J Pettitt

5.
SANDY SPORTS AND LEISURE ASSOCIATION
1 Representative


Cllr Mrs S J Sutton
6.
BEDFORDSHIRE TOWN COUNCILS GROUP
 3 Representatives


Cllr G G N White  
(As Mayor)

Cllr Mrs S J Sutton (As Deputy Mayor

Cllr P A Blaine
7.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS WORKING GROUP
     3 Representatives


Cllr M P Scott


Cllr G G White
One vacancy
8.
SANDY SQUADRON AIR TRAINING CORPS - PARENTS AND FRIENDS SUPPORT COMMITTEE

Cllr D W J Sharman




       1 Representative
9.
A1 CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE


Cllr R J Smith
10.
AGE CONCERN – BEDFORDSHIRE – TALK OF THE TOWN
TRANSPORT COMMITTEE




1 Representative

Cllr R Smith








11.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL – HIGHWAYS LIAISON MEMBER










1 Representative

Cllr D H Gale
12.
SANDY YOUNG PEOPLE’S YOUTH CLUB
2 Representative
Cllr P N Aldis
Cllr P J Sharman






SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Tourist Information Centre Management Sub-Committee held on Monday 19th April 2010 at 11.00 am in the Council Chamber

Present: Cllr P Blaine (Chairman), Cllr M Bartlett, Cllr D Gale, Mrs R Crossman (Representing the TIC staff) together with the Mayor
1. Apologies: were received from Cllr Pettitt

2. Minutes of the meetings of the management group held on Monday 1st February  2010.

The Minutes of the meetings of the Management Group held on Monday 1st February 2010 were received. 

3. Customer Statistics

Mrs Crossman reported that visitor figures had increased considerably in February and March (by 211 and 257 visitors respectively). Enquiries had also gone up.  Mrs Crossman thought that this might be a result of a new monthly article on the TIC being published in the Villager magazine which is delivered to the villages around Sandy.

Resolved: That “This is Sandy” magazine should be approached about running a similar article or an advertisement.
4. Events programme 2010

(a) Guided Walk Programme

Mrs Crossman confirmed the dates of the guided walks and said that bookings were already being received.

Sandye Place walk – Tuesday 11th May at 7.00pm

June – Old Warden – Monday 7th June at 7.00 pm

July – Ickwell – Wednesday 7th July at 7.15pm

Sandy churchyard  - Sunday 8th August at 2.30pm

(b) Attendance at Events

No details had been received about the Bedfordshire County Show.  Cllr Pettitt had supplied the Clerk with details of a pull-up banner and she and Mrs Crossman would arrange to order this.

Bedfordshire Tourism week,15th – 21st March included a Mad Hatter’s Tea Party at Woburn Abbey attended by the Mayor and Mrs Crossman.  It was very informative, especially about the amount of revenue brought to Bedfordshire by tourism (£800m p.a.) and the number of jobs dependant on tourism (14,000).  The mayor received compliments on the quality of the tourism staff at Sandy.

The TIC also put up a display in the library for the week and hosted a visit by the local MP and his wife, which encompassed a visit to Gunn’s bakery and to the RSPB.

The Town Council was to have a stall at the “Get Involved” Fair and this would have displays of merchandise and leaflets from the Tourist Information Centre.

Resolved: That these items be noted and that more information will be provided in due course.
5. Bedfordshire Tourism

Cllr Blaine reported that he had made enquiries about the Experience Bedfordshire website and had been reassured as to its online security.

The accommodation accreditation had not yet started, although it was hoped to start soon.

Resolved: That the reports be noted and that the Sub-committee would take further action if the accreditation scheme was not in effect by the time of its next meeting.

6. Any other matters to report

(a) Mrs Crossman asked about the Sandy Town Guide and the Clerk said that the Local Authority Publishing Company had been authorised to go ahead with the publication.  The Company sold advertising in the guide in order to pay for its publication and the Clerk undertook to investigate what was happening with this.

(b) Mrs Crossman also said that the editor of the Villager had offered to create a website for the TIC, which could be linked to the Town Council site.

Resolved: That the Clerk and Mrs Crossman investigate and take appropriate action in this matter.

(c) Merchandise – Mrs Crossman produced an example of a calendar, similar to one that could be produced for the TIC to sell.  It would contain twelve photographs of Sandy and include ample space for appointments.  The cost to the TIC was £3.78 plus vat for each calendar.  

Resolved: That 250 calendars be ordered and sold at a price of £6.50 each 

Mrs Crossman also displayed the designs for a new teatowel based on Sandy’s agricultural past.

Resolved: That 100 teatowels be ordered at a cost of £1.75 each to be sold at a price of £3.65.

7. Date of Next Meeting

Monday 30th July 2010 at 11.00am.

Sandy Town Council
Annual Meeting of Council – 10.5.10
29.  Clerk's Report
29.1  Accounts 1.4.09 to 31.3.10
To receive the list of Receipts and Payments for March 2010. 

(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)
29.2  Quarterly Accounts – Quarter Ended 31.3.10
To receive the Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure Lists) for quarter ended 31st March 2010.

(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting)
N.B.  These are not the formal End of Year Accounts.
29.3 Request from Potton Town FC
A request has been received from Potton Town FC to use an adult pitch on Saturdays (season 2010/2011) at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground.  They have been unable to secure a pitch in Potton and, since Sandy Town FC no longer have three teams the pitch at Sunderland Road is unused on Saturday afternoons. 
The team would require changing facilities and the use of the pitch for two teams, playing on alternate Saturdays, the charge for which would be £352 per season for each team.

(Town Council is requested to decide if they would like to hire the pavilion and pitch at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground to Potton Town F.C.).

29.4 Certificate in Local Council Administration
Mrs Baker-Smith has recently passed her Certificate in Local Council Administration, a qualification also held by the Clerk and Deputy Clerk – a very creditable achievement for the Council’s personal development programme.

(Information only – see later confidential item)
Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (1) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.

Sandy Town Council

Annual Meeting of Council – 10.5.10
29.  Clerk's Report  (Cont)

 29.5 Town and Parish Council Conference 9th June 2010
This is to take place at Priory House from 6.45 to 9.15pm, Town Council is invited to send two representatives (the Mayor and Clerk attended the last conference in November).

(Members are asked to appoint two representatives to attend the Conference)

29.6 Highways Parish Partnership Funding
It has now been ascertained that this funding has been discontinued by Central Bedfordshire Council.  The Council has allocated £18,000 towards footway repairs in Sandy.  

(Information only)

29.7 Street Watch Scheme
Bedfordshire Police Force is keen to promote a “street watch” scheme in Bedfordshire and Sandy Town Council has been asked whether it would like to take part in such a scheme (Copy of details attached). At present the costs will be borne by the Police but in future partners may be asked for contributions (at present each scheme cost around £400 p.a. to run).

(Members are requested to decide if they would like to take part in setting up such a scheme).
29.8 Lafarge Aggregates
The following reply has been received with regard to the liaison committee recently suggested by Lafarge Aggregates:

I envisage producing a fairly simple annual (possibly bi annual) update report, plus holding an annual site visit to view operations and progress. 
Long term public access is a strong feature of the ultimate restoration plan for the quarry workings, which I would expect people would be interested in. 
RSPB are managing the restoration landforms under a formal management agreement, with the objective of establishing a sustainable lowland heath. Public access is therefore going to need to be reasonably well controlled and directed in the early years while the heathland establishment is still quite fragile. 

I also wanted to ensure there was a clear communication channel for you to feed any general or specific questions/ comments/ concerns/ requests, 
Sandy Town Council

Annual Meeting of Council – 10.5.10
29.  Clerk's Report  (Cont)

received from the community regarding Lafarge's operations and activities. 

If you wanted to nominate a couple of representatives from the Town Council to act as the Liaison members I think that would be fine.
(Members are requested to nominate 2 representatives)

29.9 Investments
At present the interest rate received for all of the Town Council balances is minimal, as a result of a policy of having them in instant access accounts.  As requested other options have been researched and the following accounts have been identified:

Reward Saver Account

An instant access account that pays 2% if no withdrawals are made. In each month that funds are withdrawn, the rate for that particular month drops to the equivalent of 0.1% pa.

A minimum deposit of £30,000

Business Bond

Either:

A 1 year, fixed rate deposit, paying 2.3%

Or

A 2 year, fixed rate deposit, paying 3%
Minimum Deposit of £50,000.  Once the deposit has been made no further funds can be added to either Bond.

The balance in the Capital Account is currently £212,000 approx with a further £60,000 of commitments in 2010/11. In the Reserve Account the balance is £73,000 with £10,000 of commitments (a further £26,000 is expected at any time).

29.10 Jobs, skills and training fair
Donna Wilkinson, Regeneration and Skills Officer at Central Bedfordshire Council has made an approach regarding the possibility of holding a job and skills fair in Sandy.  Houghton Regis hosted one in 2007 and one in 2009, 

Sandy Town Council

Annual Meeting of Council – 10.5.10
29. Clerk’s Report  (Cont)

the first being extremely successful, the second less so as employers were less willing to take part because of the recession.
This is now being replicated in Leighton Buzzard on May 18th and Stotfold in September. Biggleswade and Sandy have both been approached to hold a Fair.  If Town Council supports the initiative Central Bedfordshire Council would help in the form of funding £2,000 and advice, supplying templates of letters, publicity etc.

Local businesses, Colleges and other training establishments would be approached to have a stall at an event for members of the public to attend.

A working group could be put together with Members of Town Council, Ms Wilkinson would like to be a member and perhaps with members of the public such as Mr Lynch and Mrs D’Courcy who run the jobs drop in centre at Budgens.

(Members are requested to decide if they would like to support this initiative and whether they would like to form a working group).
29.11 Fire Service Community Risk Management Plan Consultation

The Bedfordshire and Luton Fire Service have sent a consultation document (Copy attached), asking for responses by 14th May 2010.
(Members are asked to respond to the document)
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